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Body blow to planned

SNUGGLED almost in-

visibly between tender no-

tices was the ad through
which the DDA this week
qquietly announced a scheme
which will allow industrial
plots in Delhi to be used for
commercial purposes.

The DDA Act, which
gives the DDA its powers,
does not have any provision
which allows such a change
in land use — whether tem-
porary or permanent —
without changing the Mas-
ter Plan of Delhi; it specifies
a process of law by which
the DDA may change land

use in any plot of land.

The DDA is the author-

- ity which is empowered to .
i implement and execute the

| law — and yet here it wants

- tobreakit,

There is no such thing as
tempaorary permission to

‘change use of land since

once carried out, it is impos-
sible te reverse the action.
Viclation of land use is

. prevalent in almost all our
. cities and towns —
¢ sult is the holy mess we all
: live in now. For instance, us-
i ing residential premises for
i commercial purposes is be-

the re-

coming so prevalent now.

The notice says “there
has been an increasing ten-
dency to use (an) industrial
plot for commercial activi-
ties due to decline in indus-
trial activity in Delhi” Tt is
true:, There has been an in-
creasing tendency to break
land use laws in Delhi but
the reasons and excuses
givenby the DDA in the no-
tice are not true.

The truth is that the
DDA shuts its eyes to such
misuse and allows it to hap-
pen. Now, with impunity,
the DDA is cocking a snook
at the very law it is meant to
protect and is granting a
backdoor temporary per-
mission,

To the violator the mes-
sage is: Go ahead and break
the law — we shall allow you
to do so for a price.

And to the law- abldlng
citizen? You're a fool, just
sec the glee on your neighs
bour’s face who has broken
the law and gained an ad-
vantage. Industrial plots are
the cheapestland in any city.
This is done to encourage
industry to come up in pre-
planned zones of the city.
Also to control pollution in

pre-planned zones. And to

§deve|opment in city
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provide for power and other
utilities in a planned man-
ner, It is all about PLAN-
NING.

By changing land use ar-
bitrarily. the DDA isnot only
breaking the law but also vio-
lating the entire process of
planned development.

Changes in land use are
not uncommon—the
growth of a city needs such
steps. But it is done in a
process which involves dis-
ciplines Jike transportation
planning, utilities planning,
parking and pollution con-
trol and a host of other is-
sues. It cannot be carried
outin isolation.

A temporary permis-
sion? What will the DDA
do? Withdraw the tempo-
rary licence after a few
years? Has it ever done any
such thing in the past? On
the contrary, it has been de-
scribed as a den of corrup-
tion by a host of agencies.
What right hasthe DDA got
to destroy the very planning
process itis charged by law
to protect? And what right
has it got to destroy the city
we try to live in with dignity
and self-respect?

(The writer is a prominent
Delhi-based architect)
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